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DEATH
Only the bodies of grown-up men are covered or shrouded for burial The shroud consists of the skin of a newly killed ox It is wrapped round the corpse, and it is laid in a grave dug m the centre of the cattle-kraal If there is a stone convenient, it is placed on the grave to mark the spot, but it is never fixed in a permanent position
Women and poor men and boys, who have no cattle, are wrapped up in the leaves of the " nghali " tree, and buried m the cattle-kraal, the ceremony being the same as for full-grown men except in regard to the covering put on the corpse.
Wailing and mourning is kept up at the grave for two days, then the meat of the slaughtered ox is eaten as a great feast, and the ceremony finishes in a revel, and all comes to an end In the case of a local king, or great chief, the custom is to bury the corpse in a sitting position, but this is strictly confined to the burial of a ruler The bame custom still exists m Unyoro, and this circumstance may be a sort of corroboration for their tradition that they (the Basukuma) are of Unyoro ongin The two languages bear but slight relationship, though their present Kinvamwezi dialect may have been collected in their wanderings They say they were taken as slaves in the distant past by the Bahaya on the west of Lake Victoria They ultimately escaped to the island of Bukerebe, and later on reached the mainland at Speke Gulf, and established themselves at Nasa
GENERAL
Perhaps the most extraordinary thing about these people is their religious belief They believe that the soul of a. rich man remains m existence after death. These constitute what they